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___________________________________________________________________________
Exercise 1

Read the following passage, and then answer the questions on the opposite page:
Jason watched the clock closely. He could hear the quiet ticks ring out in the silence
of the house. The long hand was about to hit six, meaning that his piano teacher should
be coming up his driveway at any minute. He, of course, was already sitting on the
piano bench with his fingers poised delicately on the black and white keys. This would
happen every day at 5:25 p.m., because he could barely wait the five minutes until his
teacher arrived. “Jason, Ms. Cynthia is here!” his mother called out from her upstairs
office. She had the perfect vantage point from there and could see his teacher’s car
pulling up. Just on time, he thought. Jason liked everything to go according to plan—
routine was a dear friend of the dedicated piano student. The two always started with
scales. Jason hardly had to think while getting his fingers warmed up; he had grown
used to his fingers traveling up and down the keys. Ms. Cynthia called it “habit
memory”—something she said she had learned in anthropology class when she was in
college. A man named Paul Connerton had written about the term, Jason remembered,
and it meant that your body retained certain knowledge without having to think about
it. “Just like the way you remember how to ride a bike even if you don’t do it for a
while,” Ms. Cynthia had explained to Jason. So as he performed the scales on the
piano, Jason thought about Mr. Connerton. “Today we will be tackling a new piece,”
Ms. Cynthia said to him on that sunny afternoon. “This one is hard, but with a lot of
practice, one day you’ll master it,” she said, pulling out a piece of sheet music. She
placed it in front of Jason. He noticed that it was well‐used, with tiny tears on the sides
of the pages and yellowed age spots. On the top he read “Piano Concerto No. 1,
Rachmaninov.” Beneath, he could see a swarm of black notes that played out in a
frenzy. Although Jason could sight‐read, meaning that he could easily read the music
notes on the sheet and play from them, he knew that this would be a tough one. Ms.
Cynthia noticed his bewildered expression. “Don’t worry, we’ll practice it bit by bit.”
1. What instrument does Jaison play?
2. Who is Jaison’s piano teacher?
3. Who called out that the piano Teacher came?
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Exercise 2

Read the following passage, and then answer the questions on the opposite page:
“Attention, passengers. We have now started our initial descent. ‘Matt’s father
tapped his shoulder. “Matt? We’re about to land.” Matt pulled off his headphones,
just in time to hear the flight attendant repeat the pilot’s words in Spanish. He pulled
up the window shade to look out. For miles and miles, all he could see were buildings,
a landscape of white and gray concrete, with the occasional green splash of a soccer
field. “This is it?” Matt asked his father. His dad nodded. “Welcome to Mexico City.”
Matt’s father had been assaulting him with facts about Mexico City for the past
several weeks in an attempt to excite Matt about the move: “Mexico City is the most
populous city in the Western hemisphere. The city is constantly sinking, since it was
built atop a lake. There are over 600,000 Americans living in Mexico City.” That last
one was supposed to help, to make him feel more at home. But by now Matt had
given up on ever feeling at home anywhere. He’d only lived in the United States for
four years of the last fifteen—he didn’t understand why Americans should make him
feel at home when they were still strangers to him. This was the life of the son of a
Foreign Service officer. Matt’s father had been a diplomat since before Matt was
born. By the time, Matt was ten, he’d lived in five different countries. It was the same
every time: move to a place, start at the American school with all the other children
of diplomats and expatriates, make a few friends—and then just as you begin to feel
comfortable, pack up and move on to the next. Matt didn’t complain much because
what would be the point of complaining? He had never known what it was to live in
just one place, and perhaps he wouldn’t even like living in the same spot for more
than two years. They had spent some time in Washington, D.C., after his father’s tour
in Thailand, and the experience had been disorienting. Matt’s ears were
unaccustomed to so much English. He felt invisible, unremarkable, and just like
another American, like the rest. He was still unsure of whether he liked the feeling of
being inconspicuous or not. Matt felt the plane jostle and realized they were touching
down. Twenty short minutes later (diplomats are permitted to skip the normal waiting
lines), he and his father were speeding in a car toward the center of the city. Finally,
they pulled in front of a tall building on a shady street. Matt stepped out of the car
and felt the air, warm and muggy, press down on him. Beads of sweat formed on his
forehead and stayed there like protesters, refusing to evaporate. He looked around as
his father tipped the driver. Tall trees lined the roads, and the sidewalks were full of
people dressed in suits.
1. Which language did the pilot use to do the announcement? What does the
announcement say?
2. Where did they land? Why did they come to this city?
3. Describe the city mentioned in the passage.
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Exercise 3

Write an article about Effects of modern media on the society.
❖ Not less than 75 words.
❖ Include how it helps mankind, and its negative impacts.
Exercise 4

Imagine you are Anna, and complete the entry form on the next page, using the
given information below:
Anna Christopher is an 18 year old student of Mountain Home School. She lives in
England with her parents at 24 Primrose Avenue, Litchfield District, West Midlands.
Anna was born on 15th August, 1989 and she can be contacted through email at
annachristopher@gmail.com or via telephone at 44-5698762. Anna is an avid cyclist
and her father David has always encouraged her to participate in all road and circuit
races held in their county and nearby districts.
Anna’ father saw the following snippet in Midlands Daily.
“On the 17th of September, 100 of the region’s top amateur cyclists will battle it out
around a 32 kilometre closed circuit around Scarborough Business Park. Expect closely
fought, high speed action and perhaps a few spills as they fight it out during the one
hour race….”.
Anna is now interested in the upcoming Ride Championship to be held in September. It
is a race that is going to test her physically as it is 32 kilometres and one of the
requirements of the race is that entrants are eligible only if they are born on or before
1992. The race is open to all-comers, and is also a point-scoring event for those
competing in this season’s Wessex Cycle Racing League. In the October 2009, 27
kilometers Crosstrax Summer Circuit, Anna had scored 13 points. She was placed 25th
in the Amateur category of the race. The Crosstrax prize money of £2000 went to Mary
Higgins.
David has spoken to a local publishing company for sponsorship and Greenland
Publishers have agreed to sponsor Anna. They will bear the expenses of her equipment
and transportation to and from the venue. Anna has decided that if she wins the prize
money she will donate the entire proceeds to an old age home in her area called, ‘The
Nest’.
This year’s Ride Circuit Championship will be around Scarborough Business Park at
East field and will be on closed roads. Any bikes can be used for this race but as the
race is on roads, any specific road bikes will have an advantage. It is important to have
a Road Circuit License number and Anna’s is ZX-35AB.
Maps of the circuit can be had from www.ridemaps.co.uk. For further details, contact
the organiser, Martin Baker, on 07779 446 832 / 01934 612 500. Entries are £15.00 in
advance, either by post to Martin or online, conveniently using your credit or debit card
for payment, at www.rideentryweb.co.uk.
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RIDE
ENTRY FORM FOR ROAD & CIRCUIT RACES-2010
Section A (Please use BLOCK CAPITALS)
Event Name …………………………………………………. Date of Race
………………………………
Title (Mr/Miss/Mrs) ……………... ……………... Date of
Birth……………...……………………………...
First Name…………………………………………. Surname……………………...….
Address………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………...…
…………………………………………………………………………………………...
Home Telephone……………………………….
Section B
Entry fee of £…………… enclosed
RC License number: …………………………….
License points gained: Last season……………………… This season……….……….
Key sponsor(s)………………………………………………………………………….

4

Exercise 5

Grammar & Text
A.

Change the following sentences into indirect speech:
1. The girl said, ‘It gives me great pleasure to be here this evening.’
2. The man said, ‘I must go as soon as possible.’
3. She said, ‘I don’t want to see any of you; go away.’

B.

Change the following sentences into passive voice:
1. She made a third attempt.
2. The boy asked a difficult question.
3. She wrote an award-winning novel.

C.

A new car is being produced. Complete the questions using the correct question
words:
1. _____ / the car / called?
2. ______/it/available?
3. _______/it/ so economical?

Exercise 6

A.

Answer the following questions:
1. What is chemical reaction?
2. What has happened in recent years with da Vinci ideas?
3. Will the mobile industry come to stop?

B.

Write the meaning of the following words:
1. Magnetism
2. Exerts
Note: This is just a model, not the exam paper.
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