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Exercise 1

Read the following article about an unusual health treatment, and then answer the
questions on the opposite page:
The Children’s Museum in Florida has finally opened after ten years of planning and
building. It is everything that children dream about. They can explore a tropical forest,
jump into a pile of leaves or play in a 3-metre wide sea shell. They can walk into an
igloo and feel the coldness of ice.
It was originally children who suggested how the museum should look and what they
wanted to have inside it. As the director says, “Everything here has been designed by
children, and that makes it unique.”
ACTIVITIES ON OFFER
Parents were also involved in planning the activities. They were asked to think back to
what they enjoyed doing as children, and the most common memories were of climbing
trees and rolling down hills. Many different ideas were used to create the 12 main
exhibition halls, where some activities are permanent, but others change regularly,
depending on comments from visiting children. At the end of each visit, everyone is
asked to complete a questionnaire about what they would like to see added to the
museum.
Soon, the museum directors plan to start organising birthday parties and visits by school
groups. They have also made links with local libraries to support children’s reading.
There are special entry times for charity groups so they can take advantage of all the
activities on offer.
THE EXHIBITS
The museum contains many interactive exhibits. For example, there is the Banyan Tree
with 350 branches and more than 1000 leaves. “It is all handmade,” says the artistic
director of the museum. Life-size models of animals such as monkeys and frogs are
hidden among the branches. Inside the tree is an area where children can listen to stories.
There is also an animal clinic, where children can pretend to be vets looking after toy
animals. Another interactive exhibit is the construction site, where children can play
with environmentally- friendly materials. They can use these materials to put
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together eco-friendly houses and, at the same time, learn about the environment and
conservation.
Another popular exhibit is the Mother Nature House, where children can experience the
changes that come with the different seasons of spring, summer, autumn and winter.
Summer is the wet season in this part of the USA, and the children can pretend that they
work at a weather centre, predicting storms and heavy rain.
The museum’s opening hours are from 10am to 5pm from Tuesday to Saturday, but it
closes earlier on Sundays, at 4pm. It does not open on Mondays. The cost for a halfday visit is 10 US dollars, and children under the age of one are admitted free of charge.
Give short answers:
1. How long did it take to design and construct the museum?
2. How can children experience extremely low temperatures in the museum?
3. How did children help to create the museum?
4. What were the parents’ favourite activities when they were young? Give two
details.
5. What has the museum done to provide more reading opportunities for children?
6. In the Mother Nature House, in what way can children use their imagination?
7. Who can enter the museum without paying?
Exercise 2:

Write a letter thanking your friend for a gift:
You have recently received a gift from your old friend. You hadn’t seen each other for
a long time. Write a letter to the friend in about 100-150 words, in your letter include:
➢ How you felt about the gift.
➢ Tell something about the gift.
➢ Invite your friend to stay with you.
Do not add address and date.
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Exercise 3:

Read the following article about a man who fell to Earth from a height of 40
kilometres, and then complete the notes on the opposite page:

THE MAN WHO FELL TO EARTH
On October 14, 2012, Felix Baumgartner made history as the man who fell to Earth
from a height of almost 40 kilometres. During the fall, he became the first person to
break the sound barrier on his own without the help of any machine. He made the
highest and fastest jump in history, after going up in a capsule, similar to a very small
spacecraft. The capsule was lifted by a helium balloon to an altitude of about 40000
metres. Millions of people around the world watched the journey from pictures taken
by a camera which was fixed to the capsule itself. When the capsule reached the
required height, viewers could see what Felix saw as he looked down: the round,
blue Earth, surrounded by the blackness of space. They then watched as Felix stepped
into the empty darkness and fell for more than four minutes. During his fall, he
reached a maximum speed of more than 1300 kilometres per hour.
The jump was not without challenging moments. For example, the engineers in
charge of the mission considered stopping the jump when the glass shield of his
helmet began to be covered with mist during the ascent. Later, a new crisis developed
during the jump, when Felix began spinning out of control in the thin air of the
stratosphere. Fortunately, as the atmosphere thickened, he managed to stop the spin
and fall smoothly. He opened his parachute about one and a half kilometres above
the ground and landed safely in the desert.
During the jump, Felix broke the altitude and speed records, which had been set half
a century before by Joe Kittinger, a retired Air Force colonel, who is now more than
eighty years old. It was Joe’s calm voice that guided Felix through some tense
moments. Joe praised Felix for his great courage and determination. “Through Felix
we have fulfilled the aims of the mission. We wanted to test this spacesuit for its
strength and protective qualities, and it has passed the test.”
The whole mission involved about 300 people, including engineers and scientists
who had been working for five years on the project. Apart from breaking the altitude
and speed records, the aim was to see how the equipment was affected by loss of
pressure at extreme heights. The information provided by the jump will help pilots
and even space tourists survive in the future if they have to jump out of their
spaceships in an emergency.
One particular problem that Felix Baumgartner discovered during tests was that he
suffered from panic attacks when he was forced to spend hours inside the pressurised
space suit and helmet. He was advised by experts to keep busy all the time in order
to take his mind off the jump.
In addition, preparations for the jump did not always go smoothly. Several attempts
to inflate the helium balloon, which would lift Felix in his capsule to the required
height for the jump, had to be abandoned because of bad weather.
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Finally, however, everything was prepared and the mission was completed.
Viewers from all around the world watched the live video being broadcast both
from the capsule and from mission control in Florida. There were a record eight
million people watching the jump at the same time.
You are going to give a talk about Felix Baumgartner and his jump to the school
science club.
Prepare some notes to use as the basis for your talk.
Make short notes under each heading.
Statistical data about the jump
•
•
•
Problems before and during the trip
•
•
Aims of the mission
•
•
Exercise 4:

Summary Writing
Imagine that you have made your talk to your school’s science club in Exercise 3.
Now your teacher wants you to follow this up with a summary for homework.
Look at your notes in Exercise 3. Using the ideas in your notes, write a summary
about a man who fell to Earth from a height of 40 kilometres.
Your summary should be about 70 words long (and no more than 80 words long).
You should use your own words as far as possible.
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Exercise 5:

Grammar & Text
A.

Put the verbs in brackets in their correct forms:
1. Look! The train (move)

B.

.

2. We (play)

tennis last night.

3. You (call)

me, when I was having breakfast.

4. I (work)

in K.S.A for five years.

Write four sentences of your own. Each sentence must include either an adverb+
adjective or an adverb + verb:
1.
2.
3.
4.

C.

Copy and complete the table below.
Adjective

Noun

Adverb

Verb

1. professional
2.

D.

actively

Answer the following questions:
1. Give five pieces of advice to help the cyclists with their positions in the road.
2. How high is the bridge that joins the two towers?
3. Which two sports can you watch during July and August in Denver?
Note: This is just a model, not the exam paper.
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